Standard Eleven:  Technology

The pre-service teacher understands theories and applications of technology in educational settings and has adequate technological skills to create meaningful learning opportunities for all students.

Performance Indicator 11.3:  implements curriculum plans that include methods and strategies for applying informational and instructional technology to maximize student learning

Artifacts:  Technology Curriculum for 3rd Grade

Course:  Student Teaching

Rationale:  Standard 11.3 requires the pre-service teacher to implement technology curriculum that uses methods and strategies to maximize student learning.  Districts will have different curriculum to follow for technology so it is important for teachers to become familiar with the curriculum and be aware that with any curriculum there will be changes and technology is always changing.  Districts will base their curriculum on the resources they have available.  As a teacher, it is important to follow the guidelines that a district has set forth.  The curriculum will not only guide us in the use of the technology but it will provide us with ideas and resources.  Teachers should make good use of the technology curriculum given to them because the information is there to enhance and build on a student’s learning experience.  Districts pay for and provide their students and teachers with websites that they can not only get on at school but at home too.  Parents can go to the district website and access online learning sites.  Teachers are provided websites that they can use to build curriculum based lessons and gain information to assist them in every aspect of their classroom.  The artifact I chose demonstrates my understanding of the performance indicator because it shows that I know how to access and apply the technology curriculum provided by the district to build on a students’ learning. 
  
Reflection:  I have been pleasantly surprise at the amount of technology the school I student teach at has and uses.  I have been at other districts and schools where the technology was not there.  I have seen schools that have the technology but don’t use it to maximize student learning.  I think it is interesting when a district’s curriculum calls for certain technology standards to be met but not all their schools have what they need to meet those standards.  I have been surprised to hear that there are districts with schools that do not have the same levels of technology.  I think it is important for a school to implement as much technology learning as they can.  Our kids need to have access to things like computers, Smart Boards, and other sources of technology if they are going to compete in this world.  Technology changes so fast and it is hard to keep up.  It is important to not take what we have for granted.  We need to utilize the technology curriculum set forth in our district but we have to have access to the proper tools.  We need to take advantage of whatever resources we are lucky enough to have.
