Standard Eight: The pre-service teacher understands and uses formal and informal assessment strategies to evaluate and ensure continuous intellectual, social, and physical development of the learner.

Performance Indicator 8.4: maintains useful records of student work and performances and can communicate student progress knowledgeably and responsibly, based on appropriate indicators, to student, parent, and other colleagues.

Artifact: Parent Correspondence

Course: Teaching at Sts. Joachim and Ann

Rationale: Standard 8.4 requires the pre-service teacher to maintain useful records of student work and performances and communicate student progress knowledgeably and responsibly, based on appropriate indicators, to student, parent, and other colleagues. This artifact is an interaction with a parent through our online grade book program. It is important to be transparent with respect to assessment, record keeping, and communications with parents and students. This artifact shows my clear and direct contact with a parent concerning his grade and conduct in my class. I routinely answer parent questions using this grade book system. It is fast and puts the data right in front of the parent while they are composing their correspondences. 

Reflection: I have learned over the years to deal with a problem concerning a parent or students quickly and directly. This online system allows me to do this. I still prefer to talk with a parent in person; however, some parents are scared to do this and will not come in to see me. For me, the more you can interact with the parent, the better you can understand the reasons for a students attitude or behavior. 

