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Jean Piaget is an important theorist that many teacher candidates learn and study so that they will be able to apply his findings in the classroom.  Piaget was one of the first theorist to study why children respond the way they do to certain problems.  His study began in the early 1920’s to which he was a biologist at that time but switched to psychology when he started studying children’s development.  In order to study children’s behaviors, he used his own children because he was around them all the time.  While studying his children he cam up with four stage of development.
Sensorimotor Stage


The first stage ranges from birth to two years of age.  He called this stage the sensorimotor stage.   During this stage children focus only on what they can see and what they are doing at that moment.  If a toy was hidden from a child then the child would forget about the toy.   The child also learns by touching objects.  There are six subcategories that define the stage in more detail.  When a child is first born they automatically have reflexes, can grasp objects, and know the sucking motion.  The second subcategory is called primary circular which a child learns by mimicking what they see.  Also as a child picks up a toy they do not realize that they are actually performing the action which then the child would be in secondary circular if realization is occurring..  
Eventually a child will start to look for things such as a bottle or certain toy.  By recognizing these items the child has reached coordination of secondary reactions.  In this section of sensorimotor stage the child realizes that objects still exist even though they can not see them, to which Piaget called this object permanence.  By the end of the second year children will start to attempt actions by trial and error.  Most babies will go through the tertiary circular stage because the child does not know how to do many things so they must keep trying until they get what they want.  The final subcategory of the sensorimotor stage is called invention of new means. In this last part toddlers start to emerge into the next stage of development as well as symbolic thought.  The learner starts to associate symbols with words.   
Books for this stage:
Aiger-Clark, Julie. (2005). Alphabooks.  Hyperion Books for Children

· Read one letter each day and then the next day review the one that was read the day before

· Find objects around the house or outside that begin with the house.
Martin, Bill. (1983). Brown bear, brown bear, what do you see?  New York: Henry Holt and Co.

· Since this book has repetition the child will be able to pick up on it and mimic what you are saying. 

· A game could be played and the child is being the one answering the question to what they see.  Maybe something in the room or something that they make up if they can talk to you. 

Hicks, Barbara Jean. (2006). I like Black and White. ME Media, LLC.

· This book is in black and white which will stimulate and infants mind.  The parent will be able to use this book even when their child is first born and continue to use as the child gets older.

Preoperational Phase
The next stage of cognitive development spans ages 2 to 6 or 7.  This stage is called the preoperational phase and has two subcategories. The first subcategory is preoperational stage in which the children start to form a better vocabulary and language starts to develop.  The child will start egocentric speech which means they will talk without taking in to account what the listener knows.  This happens until the age of 4 and then the child will go into the subcategory known as the intuitive phase, which will last until the age of 6 or 7.  During the intuitive phase, imagination is the main point.  There is no grasp on reality.  Also the child will become more social and less egocentric.  However the child is unable to look at something through the eyes of another person.  They can only think of things the way they see them.  During this stage, children often think that what they read is true and may become scared. Many children at this age like to read folklore and stories that have animals in them. 
Books for this stage:

Yarrow, Peter. (2007).  Puff, the Magic Dragon. Sterling Publishing Company.
· This book comes with a story tape so the child will be able to follow along and can actually hear what the words mean and how to read with feeling.

· Since the flies have the children think of other animals that fly and try to have pictures for the child. 

Brown, Margret. (1999). The Important Book. HarperCollins Publishers
· Have the child name things that are important to them after reading the book and have them try to explain why those things are important. Also have them include pictures that they have drawn.

Yolen, Jane. (2004). How Do Dinosaurs Count to Ten? Scholastic, Inc
· Have the student’s show how they count to ten.  

· Bring in objects that they could count up to ten. The objects could be things that they enjoy playing with or something that they could eat. 
Concrete Operations

Once the child starts to think logically about certain question, than the observer will know that the child has reached the third stage known as concrete operations.  Concrete operations begins about age 6 or 7 and last till the child is about 11 or 12.  Not only does the child think logically, they will also recognize that just because an object changes shape, that the object is the same just rearranged but they still need to see the object.  By this age the child is in school and is learning things such as math.  By understanding math, then they achieve reversibility which means they understand that processes can be reversed.  Also they will start to understand that others see objects differently than they do.  Children in this stage start to like books that are funny, show change in relationships, and start to understand point of view. 
Books for this stage:

Williams, Rozanne. (2001). The Coin Counting Book. Charlesbridge Publishing.

· Child will learn how to exchange pennies for nickel and can grasp this concept. Also they love to play with money
· Set up a little shop where they can buy things with fake money and eventually have one of them run the shop. 

Juster, Norton. (2005) The Hello, Goodbye Window. New York: Hyperion Books

· This book shows relationship with family members.
· Have the students drawl and picture of their people in their lifes and then have them write about their family.
Formal Operations

Formal operations stage is the last stage of Piaget’s cognitive development. This stage ranges from ages 11 or 12 through adulthood because we are all ways learning new things.  In this stage the learner can think about abstract items, reasoning, multitask, and form hypothesis.  As adults we will be able to separate our own logic from what others are thinking.  This is known as formal operation egocentrism.  Since the learner is thinking more abstractly then math will become more complex and could be easier to understand.  Children and adults can now put a deeper thought in to what they are reading and be able to know what is real and what is not real. 
Books for this stage:

L`Engle, Madeleine. (2007). A Wrinkle in Time. New York: Holtzbrinck Publishers
· Have the students go through the book and analyze the characters and the plot of the book. 

Alighieri, Dante. (2003) The Inferno. New York: W.W. Norton

· This book helps students use resources to interpret what is going on in the book.

· Have the students drawl and number and then that will be the chapter in the book.  The students will then have to do research in order to help them interpret their chapter of the book and have a presentation of there in canto.
· There are also many grammar lessons with this book because the book is written in poetry. 

Steinbeck, John (1993) Of Mice and Men. New York: Penguin Books.
· Students can research disabilities in order to understand what Lennie was going through. 

· There are many different conflicts in this book such as man vs. man and man vs. nature.  After discussing examples of each of these have the students form groups and find examples in the book. 

Literary Elements
There are five literary elements and there are four stages in the cognitive development. Students may start to realize theme at the stage of preoperational because the teacher could give them the theme first and show them many books that have that theme.  Then as the students gets farther in their learning the teachers will have them try to find the theme of the books themselves. One theme that could be used to teach students is honesty because younger students tend to blame others for things that they have done.  I would use books such as I’m Telling the Truth: A First look at Honesty, Mr. Peabody’s Apples, and Liar, Liar Pants on Fire.  During concrete operations stage the learner should be able to determine characterization and the setting of a story with some assistance. In order to teach characterization, I would use the book Sarah, Plain and Tall because one of the characters description in on the title of the book. Then as we read the book make an organization chart of qualities of all the characters in the book.  In order to teach the classroom about setting, I would have them describe the classroom first. The book that would be helpful in teaching setting would be Charlotte’s Web. I would read them the parts of the book that have descriptions of the setting and then have the students draw a picture of what they heard.  This way the students can have visual of what the setting is. 
The rest of the literary elements are in the last stage of cognitive development because there is more logic and critical thinking used is plot and style. Also students can not really put there selves in someone else’s perspective until formal operations.  In order to teach plot, I would use the book The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe. This book has adventure and also the plot involves different realistic and fantasy attributes to which make the pot what it is and the students could make a chart to determine which events in the book that are realistic and fantasy. The style of a book is hard for students because they have to use their mind in order to be in someone else’s shoes.  In order to teach style, I feel that I would poetry because poems show more felling and have more personal experiences such as Shakespeare and What My Mother Doesn’t Know.
When picking books to teach students we must look at the class as a whole in order to make sure that the book will help a majority of the students. Also as a teacher we need to make sure that we know what learning level students are on in order to get the point across because sometimes a book might be over the students thinking ability and they may not understand what is being taught. 
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